General procedure for the synthesis of Oxazolines
Under an atmosphere of argon, iBu-PAP (5 mol%), dry DMF (0.6 mL) and a stirrer bar were added to a biotage microwave vial (5 mL) and sealed. To the solution of iBu-PAP was added the isocyanide (0.33 mmol) by microsyringe, followed by water (10 mol%). The vial was placed in an oil bath and heated to 100  C and stirred for 5 min. To the reaction mixture the aldehyde (0.30 mmol) was added and stirred at 100  C for 20 h. After the completion of the reaction, the vial was removed from the heat source and water (2 mL) was added. The suspension was decanted into a separating funnel and diluted with water (10 mL).The organic material was extracted with ether (3 x 5 mL) and the organic layers combined and dried over Na 2 SO 4 . The suspension was filtered and the solvent removed under reduced pressure. The crude mixture was purified by distillation under reduced pressure to give the desired oxazoline.
Preparation of 4,5-diphenyl-4,5-dihydrooxazole 1
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Colourless oil;  H (600 MHz; CDCl 3 ) 7.44-7.23 (11 H, m, ArH, OCHN), 5.22 (1 H, d , J 8.0 Hz, PhCH), 5.07 (1 H, dd, J 7.9, 2.0 Hz, PhCH);  C (150 MHz; CDCl 3 ) 154.9 (CH), 141.3 (C), 139.9 (C), 128.9 (CH), 128.8 (CH), 128.6 (CH), 127.8 (CH), 126.5 (CH), 125.7 (CH), 87.8 (CH), 77.5 (CH);  max /CM -1 3246, 3061, 3030, 2925, 1686, 1630, 1603, 1586, 1496, 1451, 1308, 1230, 1095 3276, 3064, 3027, 3006, 2959, 2937, 2906, 2834, 1684, 1629, 1584, 1512, 1455, 1383, 1303, 1249, 1178, 1096, 1033 (CH 2 ), 22.4 (CH 2 ), 13.9 (Me);  max /CM -1 3292, 3065, 3029, 2958, 2931, 2869, 1685, 1628, 1495, 1466, 1454, 1381, 
General procedure for the synthesis of imidazolines A
Under an atmosphere of argon, iBu-PAP (5 mol%), dry THF (0.3 mL) and a stirrer bar were added to a microwave vial (5 mL ) and sealed. To the solution of iBu-PAP was added benzyl isocyanide (0.33 mmol) by microsyringe, followed by water (100 mol%). The vial was placed in an oil bath and heated to 40  C. To the reaction mixture a solution of imine (0.30 mmol) in THF (0.3 mL) was added and stirred at 40  C for 24 h. After the completion of the reaction, the vial was removed from the heat source and water (2 mL) was added. The suspension was decanted into a separating funnel and diluted with water (5 mL).The organic material was extracted with ethyl acetate (3 x 5 mL) and the organic layers combined and dried over Na 2 SO 4 . The suspension was filtered and the solvent removed under reduced pressure. The crude mixture was purified by flash column chromatography over silica gel (NH).
General procedure for the synthesis of imidazolines B
Under an atmosphere of argon, iBu-PAP (5 mol%), dry DMF (0.3 mL) and a stirrer bar were added to a microwave vial (5 mL ) and sealed. To the solution of iBu-PAP was added benzyl isocyanide (0.33 mmol) by microsyringe, followed by water (100 mol%). The vial was placed in an oil bath and heated to 40  C. To a separate reaction mixture, the aldehyde (0.30 mmol) and 4-methoxyaniline (0.30 mmol) were dissolved in DMF (0.6 mL) and MgSO 4 (~60 mg) was added and the suspension was stirred at room temperature for 1 h. The crude imine was extracted by syringe and filtered through a hydrophobic PTFE membrane filter, and added to the pre-formed iBu-PAP/benzyl isocyanide solution. The reaction mixture was stirred at 100  C for 24 or 65 h. After the completion of the reaction, the vial was removed from the heat source and water (2 mL) was added. The suspension was decanted into a separating funnel and diluted with water (5 mL).The organic material was extracted with diethyl ether (3 x 5 mL) and the organic layers combined and dried over Na 2 SO 4 . The suspension was filtered and the solvent removed under reduced pressure. The crude mixture was purified by flash column chromatography over silica gel (NH). 3061, 3031, 3003, 2954, 2932, 2906, 2834, 1602, 1582, 1513, 1456, 1378, 1293, 1246, 1177 3062, 3029, 3003, 2950, 2933, 2907, 2834, 1604, 1579, 1512, 1453, 1375, 1292, 1250, 1176; HRMS ( 3027, 3003, 2952, 2933, 2909, 2833, 1604, 1582, 1513, 1491, 1454, 1377, 1292, 1247, 1179, 1042 (1 H, s, CH), 7.59 (1 H, d, J 7.6 Hz, ArH), m, ArH), m, ArH), m, ArH) , 5.47 (1 H, s, CH) , 5.03 (1 H, s, CH)  max /CM -1 3060, 3031, 3002, 2954, 2935, 2907, 2833, 1602, 1582, 1514, 1466, 1455, 1440, 1378, 1292, 1248, 1178, 1043; HRMS ( 3030, 3003, 2925, 2852, 1604, 1582, 1513, 1464, 1451, 1384, 1288, 1245, 1208, 1177, 1111, 1039 3031, 2957, 2931, 2861, 1677, 1600, 1581, 1513, 1465, 1454, 1383, 1290, 1247, 1177, 1042 -1-(4-methoxyphenyl)-4-phenyl-4,5-dihydro-1H The above figure shows the 1 H NMR spectra of water and imine in THF-d 8 at room temperature at varying temperatures. It can be seen that at lower temperatures the chemical shift for water dramatically changes, possibly due to increased hydrogen bonding interaction. However, an almost identical trend in chemical shift in the absence of the imine, and so could be due to increased complexation of water by THF-d 8 . 
Preparation of 1,4,5-triphenyl-4,5-dihydro-1H-imidazole
Preparation of 1-(4-methoxyphenyl)-4,5-diphenyl-4,5-dihydro-1H-imidazole
